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Boosting Innovation through new Cluster Concepts in 
support of emerging Issues and cross-sectoral Themes

- Strategic Project in the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme 2007-2013
- Light House Project within the EU Strategy for the Danube Region
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Focus on these three emerging industries:

- Active and healthy ageing

- Green economy / sustainable development

- Sustainable / intelligent mobility.
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CluStrat has helped to raise awareness
- of the new opportunities implied by emerging industries for the regions,
- and the promising role clusters can play in exploiting these opportunities.

New approaches
- on how to activate the potentials of clusters with a view to emerging
industries have been designed by cluster policy makers and practitioners,
- and translated into new actions and measures that were tested in several 

pilot actions. 
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Results (among them 8 Pilot Actions, i.e.):
• new systemic and cross-sector approaches developed and applied

• All Regions

• new clusters prepared and established
• „smart home and housing“ (Veneto, Piemonte and Friuli-Venezia-Giulia)
• „social innovation“ (Czech Moravian-Silesian Region)
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Results:
• new platforms and cross-cluster collaborations for Emerging 

Industries and KETs tested and triggered
• light weight (Saxony, Upper Silesia, Upper Austria, Slovakia, and Friuli-Venezia-

Giulia)
• smart home & living (Baden-Württemberg)

• new approaches on KET technology transfer and training
• advanced materials, zero energy buildings, advanced manufacturing
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From this,

14 Policy implications have been derived.
2 of them as a concluding example:
- The new cluster concepts developed have to aim at supporting the

internationalisation and transnational cooperation of firms through clusters, so to
support the specialisation of EU regions and increasing the competitiveness at the
international level.

- A key object of European cluster policies should be to create forms to release the
innovation and creativity potential linked to favouring diversity at all organizationals
levels….
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Steinbeis-Europa-Zentrum

Lead Partner of CluStrat

www.clustrat.eu

Thank you very much for your attention! 


